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                September program 
 
For this month’s program we will 

have a members auction. 
 

August minutes    
 

Eagle called the meeting to order at 
7:30. The Secretaries and 

Treasurers reports were read and 
accepted as published. Old and new 

business was discussed and show 
and tells were given. The month’s 

program was a pizza party, a video 
on half cents and silent auction. The 

meeting adjourned at 9:00.     
 
 
 
 

  

� ECC Meeting 616 
 
 Opened: 7:30 Closed 9:00

 Members: 12 YNs: 2 

        Guests: 2                                        50/50: $849.00 

        Beginning: $1,596.87 Income: $197.00 
 Expenses: $364.80 Current balance: $1,429.07�

� September Meeting 
�
� Meeting: 7:30pm September 2 
 Trading:  7:00–7:30pm 
 Location: VFW Post 1307 
    1601 Weld Road 
    Elgin, IL  
�

� Prizes 
�
� Member:   1945 Mexican 2 peso gold 
 YN:          1976-D $1 
              Raffle:        200-S 1c., 1924-P 5c,       
                                  1976-S 5c., 2009-S 5c. 
                                  1937-P 10c., 1941-D 10c. 
                                  1946-P 10c., 1962 10c. pr 
                                  1971-S 10c., 2009-S 10c. 
                                  1927-P 25c., 1936-P 25c. 
                                  1961-P 25c., 1962 25c. pr 
                                  1965 25c. sms, 1974-S  
                                  25c., 2005-S OR 25c. 
                                  2006-S ND 25c.,  
                                  1945-S 50c., 1952-S 50c. 
                                  1976-P 50c., 1928-F $2 
                                 battery powered coin scale 
                                     
 
                       Not a member? 
 Come anyway and join the fun! 

Give your spouse a break and bring your 
children to the club.��
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Secretary's Report 
  The members in attendance accepted the 
report as printed in August’s newsletter. 
�
            Treasurer’s report 

Balance:    $1,596.87 
The report was accepted as 

published in August’s newsletter. 
Just a reminder, please wear your 

nametag to be eligible for the 
members prize. 

 
 

Old Business 
Fantasy coin contest 

1. Don C. 29,000 
2. Char 25,030 

3. Robert V. 25,000 
4. John R. 24,541 
5. Marty 23,910 
6. Jim M. 23,900 

7. Monty C. 23,880 
8. Jim D. 23,500 

 
New Business 

 
None 

 
Prizes 

  We had our customary raffle and 
membership drawings. The raffle 
winners were John R., Sammi, Bob, Tim 
T., Sammi, Char, K.K., K.K., Ray, Ray, 
Sammi, Jim D., Al, Lucky, Jim D., Ray, 
Tim T. and Bob. 
Member:  Lucky 
YN: Austin 
50/50: K.K. 
The meeting closed around 9:00 P.M. 
 

Submitted by Jim D. 
 

Board Meeting 
On August 18, Mike M., Eagle, Don, Doug 
and Jim D. met to discuss club business and 
select prizes for the September meeting. 
 

Shows 
 
• September 6 — Lemont Coin Expo, 

Lithuanian world center, 14911 E. 
127th, Lemont, IL 

• September 13 — West Suburban 
Coin & Collectible Expo, Park Place 
Banquet Hall, 6200 Joliet Rd., 
Countryside, IL 

• September 20 – NOISE Coin Show, 
Holiday Inn, 860 Irving Park Rd (2 
blocks E. of IL 53), Itasca, IL. 

• September 27 — D’Atri Auctions, 
Double Tree Guest Suites, 2111 
Butterfield Rd., Downers Grove, IL. 

October 25, 2009 Elgin coin club fall 
coin show. VFW post 1307, 1601 weld 
rd., Elgin, IL 

 
Show and tell 
 
Jim D. showed pictures of educational $1, $2 
and $5 notes, an Elgin coin club wooden nickel 
and a J. C. Penny encased cent. 

 
Guy showed half cents from 1805 and 1807. 
 
Char brought in a copy of Numismatic News 
with a nice mention of the Elgin coin club. 
 
Al M. showed a hobo nickel and engraved 
French ten centimes from the 1850’s. 
 
 
. 
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Editorial 
 
A visit from Mike Metras. While on a break 
from their cross-country journey, Mike and 
Petra stopped for a visit at the club’s August 
board meeting. After the board took care of 
business, we sat down for an evening of good 
conversation. Mike and Petra spoke about their 
adventures on the road and we told them what 
the club has been up to for the last few years. 
Soon they will continue on their trek, heading 
north across the cheddar curtain to Wisconsin. 
After that its across Michigan, a shortcut 
through Canada and finally New York where 
they will decide on their next destination. To 
read more about mike and Petra’s journey go 
to walkingeast.com. 
1933 Double eagle update. In a major setback 
to the Government’s quest to seize all 1933 
$20 gold pieces, a judge ruled the Government 
failed to follow due process in the case of Joan 
Langford. Back in 2004, Langford found in a 
safe deposit box 10 1933 Double eagles placed 
there by her father Israel Switt. The coins were 
then sent to the mint for authentification. 
When the mint decided they were genuine, 
they confiscated the coins claiming they were 
stolen property. The Langfords filed a motion 
to have the coins returned or receive a 
settlement for $40 million. The Government 
also filed motions to keep the coins. 
Eventually the case landed in U. S. District 
court where Judge Legrome Davis ruled the 
Government violated the Langfords 4th and 5th 
amendment rights. The Judge then instructed 
the Government to file a judicial forfeiture 
procedure. This means the Government has to 
prove there was no possible way for the coins 
to have left the mint legally. This makes me 
wonder why the Government has pursued 
these coins so vigorously and not other similar 
coins, for example the 1913 liberty nickels. 
One thing is for sure, this case still has a long 
way to go.  
 Cocaine on paper money. A study conducted 
by the American Chemical Society found a 
large percentage of paper money in several 
countries including the U. S. and Canada have 
traces of cocaine. America had the highest 

percentage at about 90% and China had the 
lowest at about 12%. The amount on a given 
bill is so minute it is measured in micrograms 
or one millionth of a gram. It is speculated the 
bills became contaminated by either direct 
contact with the drug, coming in contact with 
contaminated bills or by the hands of those 
who handle the drug. Fortunately the amount 
on bills is so small it is very unlikely anyone 
touching the bill will be affected. 

 
Coin release of the month 
 
2009 Professional life Lincoln cent 
 
This month instead of writing about a coin or 
currency, I will be discussing the release of the 
third 2009 Lincoln cent. Very early in the 
morning of August 13, Eagle, his friend Amy 
and I set out for Springfield. After a four-hour 
drive and a break for breakfast, we arrived at 
the Old State Capitol building at about 9 a.m., 
an hour before the ceremony began. When we 
arrived, a sizeable crowd had already formed. 
Those in charge of crowd control began setting 
up a serpentine line inside the courtyard so 
everyone in line had a view of the stage where 
the ceremony took place. Just before the 
ceremony the crowd was serenaded by the 
Lincoln Troubadours while performers 
portraying Lincoln and citizens of ante bellum 
Illinois wandered about. At the start of the 
ceremony, a color guard of civil war re-enactors 
presented the colors as the crowd recited the 
pledge of allegiance. This was followed by a 
very good rendition of the national anthem by 
Debbie Ross. Soon the dignitaries took the 
stage, each giving a (thankfully) short speech. 
The main speakers were Timothy J. Dalvin, 
Mayor of Springfield, Senator Dick Durbin and 
Ed Moy, Director of the Mint. When the 
ceremony ended, the fun began. Since this is 
the third cent release, the mint has practice 
handling large crowds. The line of people 
waiting for coins lead to a tent where a mint 
worker directed people to one of six cashiers. 
The minimum purchase was two rolls and a 
maximum of six rolls per trip in line. My first 
time through I tried to pay with a Presidential 
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and Sacagawea dollar, but was told no coins 
would be accepted. I thought this was strange 
since the mint spends so much trying to get us 
to use dollar coins would not accept them. 
Fortunately, I had ample cash to make four trips 
through the line while Eagle and Amy made 
five. Just minutes after Eagle got his last coins 
the supply ran out with about 200-300 still in 
line. Various crowd estimates range from 2,000 
to 5,000 in attendance. Standing in the crowd, I 
feel an estimate of 2,500 to 3,000 was more 
accurate. Just outside the fence a person was 
offering $10 a roll but was already gone by the 
time I decided to sell some rolls. The next goal 
for Eagle and me was the Post Office to have 
our rolls stamped and cancelled. After a short 
two block walk we found ourselves in a line of 
about 70 people. While there the Post Office 
announced there was a limit of six rolls that can 
be cancelled at a time. The most popular stamp 
used was the new Lincoln series of 42 cent 
stamps that required an additional 2 cent stamp 
before the Post Office would cancel them. 
When it was our turn Eagle had six rolls done 
and I had four. Four and a half hours and a nice 
dinner on the road later we were home. Was it 
worth it? You betcha! Over the next week or so 
while monitoring EBay, I noticed the plain rolls 
selling for $5-10 on average and the stamped 
rolls $15-25. 
 
 
Just a short note from the President 
 
If you missed the last meeting well, you also 
missed some great pizza, LOL. Thanks to Mike 
M we have pictures of our pizza party, since I 
forgot my camera. We had a DVD on half cents 
that was very informative. Our silent auction 
was filled with good coins, keep ‘em coming. 
At the time I’m writing this article we have 1 
week till the next cent comes our in Springfield, 
IL that Jim D. and myself will be attending. 
(update) It’s after the ceremony in Springfield 
now and it was a great time, went down with 
Jim D. and a friend. Went in line 5 times to 
receive rolls of the new cents. The weather was 
great!! Stood in line at the Post Office over 1 ½ 

hours. We both got rolls cancelled with the 
stamps of Lincoln. Also got the mint directors 
(Ed Moy) autograph. 
The winner of the 50/50 was K.K. $41.00, 
Member prizewinner was Lucky, a 2009 
President proof set. 
Our next meeting will be September 2nd with a 
member auction. So if you have any coins to 
buy, sell or trade bring them in to the next 
meeting. See you there. 

 
Eagle McMahon 
E.C.C. President 
 
Where in the world is Mike Metras? 
As of  Aug. 25th he and Petra are in 
Woodstock, IL. 
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Elgin Coin Club 
Rotogravure 
 
 

 
August pizza party 

 
August pizza party 

 
August pizza party 

 
Professional life cent release ceremony crowd 

� ����������
A.N.A. 28457 P.O. Box 561 I.N.A. 1299 
C.S.N.S. R6906 South Elgin, IL  60177 
 ecc@worksandwords.com 
 
President — Eagle McMahon    Treasurer — Tim Tvrdik 
Vice President — Don Cerny               Secretary —Jim Davis 
 
Regular Meeting: First Wednesday  7:30pm 
 VFW Post 1307   
 1601 Weld Road 
 Elgin, IL 
 
Visitors are always welcome.  Weld Road is a frontage road between 
McLean and Randall Roads just south of US 20 on the south side of 
Elgin. 
 
Board Meeting:  We have a board meeting about two weeks after the 
regular meeting.  We get together at one of the officer or board 
member's houses or at a location otherwise determined by the officers. 
 This is an open meeting.  Members are welcome to all board 
meetings.  If you want to attend, contact an officer for the time of and 
directions to the meeting place. 
 
Internet:  The club has a home page on the internet at 
www.worksandwords.com.  You can view the monthly newsletter 
there about three or four days after it is sent out to the members. 
 
Club Dues:  Membership dues in the Elgin Coin Club, payable by the 
end of February each year, are: 
 
• $10 full member 
• $5 junior member (YNs) under 18 
• $15 family membership (all adults and children in the family) 
 
Newsletter editor:  Jim Davis. Contact me at P.O. Box561, South 
Elgin. IL 60177 or at the above email address. 
 
Submit all items for publication to the editor or any officer at any club 
meeting or send them to the above address.  If you compose on a 
computer, please include an electronic copy of the item.  That really 
helps. 
 
This Newsletter is the informal mouthpiece of the Elgin Coin Club.  
This Newsletter and its contents are copyrighted but you may use 
anything herein (accept as noted below) for non-commercial use as 
long as you give credit to the Elgin Coin Club Newsletter.  This 
blanket permission does not extend to articles specifically marked as 
copyrighted by the author of the article.  In the latter case, you must 
get explicit written permission from the author either directly or 
through the Newsletter to use that material. 
 
To get back copies of the Elgin Coin Club Newsletter ask the secretary 
at the meeting, send a letter to the club post office box, or send an 
email.  You can also print them from the Internet.��
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Professional life cent designed by Joel Iskowitz 

 
Mayor Dalvin, Debbie Ross, Ed Moy, Dick 
Durbin 

 
Fritz Klein as Abe Lincoln 

 
The Lincoln Troubadours 


